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For years, architects have enjoyed the challenge of incorporating lightweight structures
-- fabrics, tents, canopies, membranes, and so on -- into their designs.Such materials
are a welcome boon to architectural creativity, allowing designers to envision spaces
that take innovative shapes and interact with their surroundings in ways unattainable
with conventional materials. Recent years have seen an increase in the use of such
structures, in part because advances in computer technology have made it easier to
render and model such projects, and in part because such structures are ideally suited
to today's increasing concerns about environmentalism and sustainability.

The Magic of Tents showcases innovative uses of lightweight, tented structures from
across the United States and around the world -- from an Arizona school to an Istanbul
bank, from a Miami nightclub on the beach to a private home in Germany, from
corporate headquarters in Los Angeles to offices in Oslo, and many more! The book
features both residential and commercial projects, projects with both exterior and
interior usages projects where the tented element is the driving component of the
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How customer reviews and ratings work

Top reviews from the United Kingdom

Top reviews from other countries

Architectural tensile structures
Reviewed in the United Kingdom on 14 December 2005
Format: Paperback

One person found this helpful

Report

Mr. A. Wenham

A fantastic and inspirational book on the use of tensile fabrics in modern architecture. Unfortunately only
two or three examples of traditional tents.

Helpful

See more reviews

Pretty pictures, vapid information.
Reviewed in the United States on 24 February 2012
Format: Paperback Verified Purchase

Read more

Report

Jdat

For anyone interested in textile architecture avoid this book if you hope to learn anything.

It was with much disappointement that I opened this book, hoping to learn something concrete, only to find
that all the constructions presented are only shown as followed:

-pictures of good quality, some pictures only show the projects from an abstract point of view(so we don't
get a real grasp of what was done).

-brief and very vague text ( expect no mention to actual materials being used, beyond the usage of words
like "fabric" or metal etc.)

-CAD drawings of the projects.

If I could I would return the book right this instant, these types of books have no merit apart from being
coffee table decorative books.

For people wanting to see a wide variety of projects relating to the field, for general inspiration, not wanting
any "depth", this book will suit the purpose just fine.

See more reviews
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